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our failure to resolve this matter is slowly
transforming this monument into a symbol of
inflexibility and false pride.

On November 7, 1997, I introduced H. Res.
312 to remedy the situation. Along with mem-
bers of the Wyoming State Legislature and
Philippine Ambassador Raul Chaves Rabe, I
propose a compromise whereby this solitary
and isolated memorial will be converted into
fitting monuments located on both sides of the
world dedicated to the peace, friendship and
cooperation that have existed between the
United States and the Filipino people. This
compromise calls for the United States and
the Republic of the Philippines to share the
bells. The bells will be recast and duplicates
made. The United States and the Philippines
will each keep an original and a duplicate. The
Philippine government has even expressed
willingness to absorb the costs involved. H.
Res. 312 would facilitate this proposal, which
I hope my colleagues will take the time to re-
consider.

As we welcome President Fidel Ramos to
our country, let us honor this man whose ca-
reer and accomplishments has been a mani-
festation of Philippine-American friendship and
cooperation through the years. Let us not
dwell upon long forgotten conflicts and alterca-
tions. Instead, let us move forward and, as we
have always done in the past, work together
in the promotion of our mutual goals.
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Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to tell the House a story
about one of my most accomplished constitu-
ents from Colorado. Thirteen year old Kyle
King of Limon, Colorado stopped by our Con-
gressional office in Washington, D.C., last
week. It was my last appointment before re-
turning home to Colorado for a few days of
town meetings on the eastern plains.

Kyle was accompanied by his parents Deb
and Greg. Limon Jr. Highschool recessed for
spring break giving Kyle and his folks a per-
fect chance to visit the nation’s capital.

By the time we met up, the Kings had al-
ready seen the most prominent sites, shrines
and monuments to our country’s history. But
the real reason they came to Washington was
to see Kyle’s big sister Amanda.

Amanda’s been in Washington now for nine
months. She’s sixteen years old, has never
before been so far away from home, and
she’scertainly never been away for such a
long time.

A couple years back, Amanda made up her
mind that she wanted to be a Congressional
Page—not an ordinary sort of ambition, espe-
cially for a youngster growing up on the high
plains. But to Deb and Greg, Amanda has
never been anything short of extraordinary.
They encouraged her to apply.

The Page Program is extremely competitive.
Several thousand high schoolers from across
America apply for the honor of serving on the
floor of the United States House of Represent-
atives.

The first requirement for consideration is to
secure sponsorship by a Member of Con-

gress. I receive dozens of applications per
year out of Colorado’s Fourth Congressional
District. For the full-time position, I may spon-
sor only one, which only means the applicant
I choose will then be considered by the
Speaker of the House.

Since time away from home entails a dis-
rupted academic calendar, only the best and
brightest are accepted. Successful applicants
enter an alternative education program built
around a busy and unpredictable work sched-
ule. Pages are housed in college-style dor-
mitories one block from the Capitol building.

There are 435 Members of Congress. This
year, only 66 Pages were selected.

Being a new Member of Congress, I was
told any applicant from my district was a long
shot. I lobbied hard for Amanda King anyway,
betting the strength of her resume would com-
pensate for my lack of seniority.

Naturally, I was as excited as Amanda upon
receiving the news she had been accepted
into the Page Program.

Amanda is too modest about the signifi-
cance and importance of her position. It’s
much more than a nice recognition for a coun-
try girl done well.

She is an ambassador for Colorado and
specifically for the City of Limon. It’s a role
she fulfills exceptionally well. Her peers joke
that they can’t get her to stop talking about life
out West.

A few months back, I visited Limon Elemen-
tary School to talk to students about my job as
a Congressman. My presentation covered the
usual topics of taxes, education, agriculture
and so on. But the first question from Principal
Valerie Bass was, ‘‘How often do you get to
see Amanda King? How’s she doing?’’

Similarly, last month, I spoke at a dinner in
Hugo, Colorado, commemorating Abraham
Lincoln’s birthday. Again, the people in the hall
asked for an update on Amanda. I was proud
to provide it.

Amanda is clearly one of the House’s favor-
ite Pages. She’s one of the most reliable. In
addition to fetching documents, and relaying
messages, Pages make the actual floor work
run smoothly. They greet many of the tourists
and visitors at the Capitol, and they must
know the intricacies of House procedures in
order to do their jobs. Amanda knows the
process better than most senior Members.

During moments of down time, I sometimes
rehearse portions of my speeches before
walking onto the floor and I seek out Amanda
for her opinion. Her advice has always been
useful and I’m convinced that her grammatical
suggestions have made me more persuasive.

Most of all, Amanda’s enthusiasm for Amer-
ica is infectious. She is optimistic about the
nation’s future and her role in shaping it. I’ve
spoken with her about her personal goals and
dreams, and I know she views herself within
a patriotic context.

Last week’s meeting in the office with the
King family was one of the most inspiring I’ve
had so far as a Congressman. It shifted my
perspective somewhat.

Usually I think my success in Congress is
measured by my effectiveness with legislation
and budgeting the public’s funds. And al-
though I’m encouraged to have accomplished
more than most of my colleagues on behalf of
the people I represent, it became even more
clear that one of the most rewarding things
I’ve been able to do is sponsor Amanda King
as a Congressional Page.

The eyes of Amanda’s parents revealed the
love and affection they hold for her. Though
they miss her terribly they are thrilled by her
accomplishments. Furthermore, their time on
Capitol Hill with their daughter confirmed she’s
doing quite well.

Kyle learned much watching his sister serve
her country. Deb’s and Greg’s pride is cer-
tainly well placed.
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Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the outstanding achievements of the
1998 University of Illinois men’s basketball
team. Under the stewardship of Coach Lon
Kruger, a team that was predicted to finish in
the middle of the Big Ten in the most optimis-
tic pre-season polls, the Illini men finished the
season tied for the best record in the Big Ten.
The sportswriters said that they didn’t have
any big name stars to lead them much further
than mediocrity. What the sportswriters failed
to understand was the determination and heart
that this team would display throughout the
season. Coach Kruger never doubted his team
and his players never doubted themselves or
their ability to compete against other Big Ten
schools. The Illini had a precious commodity
that many other schools lacked: Senior Lead-
ership. Led by a group of Seniors that I have
had the opportunity to watch evolve from
wide-eyed freshman to steely veterans, the
Illini shocked the Big Ten. Senior Kevin Turner
exemplifies that evolution, as he led the Illini
in scoring and was named to the All-Big Ten
Conference team. However, I was dis-
appointed that Lon Kruger did not receive the
Big Ten Coach of the Year award, because he
has done such an outstanding job. Coach
Kruger, along with Seniors Turner, Jarrod
Gee, Matt Heldman, Jerry Hester, Brian John-
son and Jelani Boline led the Illini to their best
Big Ten record in recent memory. They then
participated in the NCAA Tournament and
beat a solid team from South Alabama in the
first round. Although the Maryland Terrapins
put an end to their incredible season in the
second round, the Illini fought to the bitter end
before falling in a close contest. Coach Kruger
and the entire University of Illinois men’s bas-
ketball team deserve the recognition of the
House of Representatives for their incredible
season. I would like to remind the Speaker
that Midnight Madness and the start of the
1999 NCAA basketball season is only 198
days away.
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Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, without question
the national dialogue to save social security is
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